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Introduction 

Over fifteen years ago, the Arizona Board of Regents began publication of a report 
documenting the earnings of graduates from Arizona State University, Northern Arizona 
University, and the University of Arizona.  Known at the time as the “Wages of Graduates” 
report and now titled “Alumni Earnings,” it was one of a few national reports documenting 
graduates' earnings by the university.  There was substantial interest among stakeholders to 
better understand Arizona public universities' higher education outcomes.  Increased earnings 
and stable employment are two of many reasons that higher education contributes to the 
benefit of Arizona’s economy and the lives of graduates. 

In 2020, here are the median earnings as reported by the US Bureau of the Census of all adults 
25 years of age and older in Arizona distributed by their educational attainment: 

Less than a high school graduate   $24,791 

High school graduate (includes equivalency)  $31,185 

Some college or Associate’s degree   $37,553 

Bachelor's degree     $53,315 

Graduate or Professional degree   $68,813 

Source: 2020 American Community Survey, 5-Year Estimates Arizona, Table S2001 

Using a data sharing agreement with the Arizona Department of Economic Security, 
administrative records have been used since 2005 to understand the earnings of all graduates 
from the three Arizona public universities, beginning with the graduating class of 1980-81 and 
continuing to the present.  For those who graduated in the first few classes and are employed 
in Arizona, the reports reflect approximately 40 years of their work life. 

When the report was first produced, it answered many questions, but not all; among the 
questions that were most often raised were the following: 

1) This tells us about the earnings of those employed in Arizona, but what about those 
graduates who left the state and gained employment elsewhere?  A more complete 
picture would include earnings across the nation. 

2) While many graduates are initially employed in Arizona, over time, that number 
declines.  Where are they employed five or more years after graduation? 

3) Students graduate with a major in a particular field.  What kinds of businesses employ 
those graduates, and how does that change over time? 
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4) How do Arizona graduates' earnings compare to graduates from similar institutions 
nationwide? 

To answer these and many other questions requires a more robust dataset to analyze. 

Post-Secondary Employment Outcomes 

The Post-Secondary Employment Outcomes (PSEO) program is an experimental tabulation 
developed by researchers at the U.S. Bureau of the Census.  PSEO data provide earnings and 
employment outcomes for college and university graduates by degree level, degree major, and 
post-secondary institution.  These statistics are generated by matching university student 
records with a national database of jobs, using state-of-the-art confidentiality protection 
mechanisms to protect the underlying data. 

The PSEO data are made possible through data sharing partnerships between universities, 
university systems, State Departments of Education, State Labor Market Information offices, 
and the U.S. Bureau of the Census.  PSEO data are available for post-secondary institutions 
whose student records have been made available to the U.S. Census Bureau through a data-
sharing agreement. 

For a detailed understanding of the program, see the following link: 

https://lehd.ces.census.gov/data/pseo_experimental.html 

To review the data, see: 

https://lehd.ces.census.gov/applications/pseo/?type=earnings&compare=postgrad&specificity
=2&state=04&institution=00108100&degreelevel=05&gradcohort=0000-
3&filter=50&program=00,52,09,13,45,14 

As of October 2023, 816 institutions across 27 states are participating in the PSEO program.  
More states and institutions are being added over time.  Since this is an experimental and 
voluntary effort, the pace of expansion is still being determined.  The matching results are 
released twice a year, depending on the availability of all necessary data.  Near the end of the 
calendar year, data for all participating institutions are updated.  The mid-year release includes 
new institutions that have been added since the annual update. 

 

 

 

https://lehd.ces.census.gov/data/pseo_experimental.html
https://lehd.ces.census.gov/applications/pseo/?type=earnings&compare=postgrad&specificity=2&state=04&institution=00108100&degreelevel=05&gradcohort=0000-3&filter=50&program=00,52,09,13,45,14
https://lehd.ces.census.gov/applications/pseo/?type=earnings&compare=postgrad&specificity=2&state=04&institution=00108100&degreelevel=05&gradcohort=0000-3&filter=50&program=00,52,09,13,45,14
https://lehd.ces.census.gov/applications/pseo/?type=earnings&compare=postgrad&specificity=2&state=04&institution=00108100&degreelevel=05&gradcohort=0000-3&filter=50&program=00,52,09,13,45,14
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Differences Between Alumni Earnings and PSEO 

It is not possible to directly compare graduate earnings across the two reports for several 
reasons.  Among the most important are the following: 

In the Alumni Earnings report, graduates are grouped by academic year.  That means students 
who graduated following the Fall or Spring semesters of the same academic year are grouped.  
In the PSEO report, the Census has chosen to group graduates by calendar year.  That means 
that students who graduate in the Fall semester are separate from students who graduate in 
the Spring semester of the same academic year. 

In the Alumni Earnings report, earnings are reported for each graduating class. At the same 
time, Census has chosen to put multiple graduating classes together into three-year cohorts 
such as the 2007-09 or the 2013-15 cohorts.  The earliest cohort are the 2004-06 students 
through the 2016-18 students.  That amounts to six different groups of cohorts.  In this report, 
all cohorts have been aggregated together for reporting purposes.  This represents about 
174,300 undergraduate students and about 5,800 graduate students. 

Since the PSEO tabulations aggregate multiple graduating classes together, adjustments must 
be made to reflect changes in earnings over time both within the cohort and between cohorts.  
For example, those who graduated with a Bachelor’s degree from Arizona State University in 
the 2007-09 cohort had median earnings five years after graduation of $53,031 in 2020 
adjusted dollars.  Those who graduated with a Bachelor’s degree from Arizona State University 
in the 2010-12 cohort had median earnings five years after graduation of $55,440 in 2020 
adjusted dollars.   

Similarities Between Alumni Earnings and PSEO 

Both reports rely on the same administrative records from the states.  Census is the only entity 
with these records, performing all record-matching services.  This ensures the confidentiality of 
the underlying records and makes it possible to compare the results across states and 
institutions participating in the PSEO program. 
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Results 

Information on the following pages is a subset of what is currently available.  For example, the 
earnings of those who received a Bachelor’s degree from the University of Arizona in Social 
Sciences have expected median earnings in 2020 dollars of $51,515 five years after graduation.  
Within that broad group, here are the following majors and their corresponding five years after 
graduation median earnings: 

Geography and Cartography  $51,413 

Anthropology    $39,232 

Sociology    $45,456 

Economics    $64,480 

Political Science and Government $53,558 

All the earnings data presented in this report are for median earnings in 2020 dollars.  That 
means that half of the graduates earned more than that amount of money, and half of the 
graduates earned less than that amount.  For those interested in knowing more about the 
distribution of earnings for a particular major, that information can be obtained online at the 
link provided earlier.  Here is an example of those in the 2010-12 cohort who received a 
Bachelor’s degree in Engineering from Arizona State University five years after graduation. 

25th Earnings Percentile (25% earn less than)  $67,174 

50th Earnings Percentile (half earn more, half earn less) $84,407 

75th Earnings Percentile (25% earn more than)  $103,792 

It is also possible to measure the flow of students from particular majors into specific 
industries.  For example, at Northern Arizona University, for those in the 2010-12 cohort who 
received a Bachelor’s degree, after five years, 23.5 percent were employed in Educational 
Services.  This masks the fact that of those students who found employment in educational 
services, 69.3 percent had education majors, and 30.7 percent had majors that were not 
education.  The two largest non-education majors here are Liberal Arts (8.9%) and Business, 
Management and Marketing (5.2%). 
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Earnings by Degree and Major 

Pages 6 through 17 contain the one-year, five-years, and ten-years after graduation median 
earnings for those working graduates from Arizona State University, Northern Arizona 
University, and the University of Arizona.  All earnings are median, in 2020 dollars, with no 
adjustment for cost-of-living in the local area where the graduate is employed.  The majors are 
listed in declining order of the number of graduating and employed.  That is, the largest number 
of working graduates in a major are listed first, declining to the smallest number of working 
graduates in the major listed last.  Not every major is represented.  That information is 
suppressed when there is insufficient information to publish the one-, five- and ten-year 
earnings figures. 

In general, those who earned a Bachelor’s degree from either of the three universities saw their 
earnings rise 30 to 50 percent between their first and fifth years after graduation.  Between the 
fifth and tenth year of graduation, those Bachelor’s degree recipients saw their median 
earnings rise another 15 to 30 percent.  Those with a graduate degree saw earnings increase on 
average approximately 25 to 30 percent from the first to the fifth year.  The fifth to tenth-year 
increases for graduate degree workers rose around 20 percent.  These are general figures; each 
university/degree/major had its own results.  Some majors substantially exceeded these levels, 
while others did not.



 Arizona Case Study       6 
 

 
  

$39,566

$46,834

$39,962

$36,494

$36,438

$37,809

$62,159

$32,418

$31,071

$53,076

$29,914

$29,637

$36,090

$31,578

$61,148

$32,793

$33,760

$34,785

$35,485

$39,032

$33,907

$45,013

$55,406

$61,007

$43,303

$34,040

$37,158

$33,475

$32,187

$31,763

$56,144

$68,938

$47,990

$53,976

$54,220

$53,732

$85,378

$47,353

$45,548

$69,312

$51,455

$50,051

$50,650

$46,730

$87,660

$46,061

$49,073

$48,315

$50,879

$57,585

$48,861

$60,858

$71,302

$79,477

$68,164

$48,051

$58,689

$49,449

$59,408

$43,342

$69,720

$88,663

$51,643

$68,372

$70,604

$70,009

$106,091

$59,252

$54,822

$78,685

$74,537

$62,718

$58,944

$56,619

$111,789

$57,256

$57,230

$51,709

$63,700

$71,225

$61,618

$52,209

$86,391

$91,289

$87,276

$58,387

$76,679

$72,988

$88,652

$52,573

TOTAL

Business, Management & Related

Education

Communication, Journalism & Related

Social Sciences

Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies

Engineering

Psychology

Visual & Performing Arts

Health Professions

Biological and Biomedical Sciences

Parks, Recreation, Leisure & Fitness

Homeland Security & Law Enforcement

Family & Consumer Sciences

Computer & Information Sciences

English Language & Literature

History

Public Administration & Social Service

Legal Professions & Studies

Architecture & Related

Foreign Languages

Liberal Arts & Sciences

Science Technologies/Technicians

Engineering Related Technologies/Technicians

Mathematics & Statistics

Philosophy & Religious Studies

Physical Sciences

Agricultural/Animal/Plant/Veterinary Science

Transportation & Materials Moving

Area, Ethnic, Culture, Gender and Group Studies

ASU Bachelor Degree Median 2020 Earnings One, Five & Ten Years after 
Graduation

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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$57,956

$47,066

$87,006

$82,420

$46,537

$99,687

$64,183

$68,334

$49,891

$31,933

$49,311

$49,247

$39,834

$41,522

$43,148

$43,642

$47,357

$49,225

$39,538

$45,217

$63,534

$40,086

$36,205

$42,241

$50,456

$40,869

$77,476

$56,914

$116,099

$112,838

$59,322

$148,706

$80,813

$93,343

$69,918

$49,150

$63,233

$65,302

$62,702

$51,923

$52,546

$65,449

$60,144

$65,626

$53,007

$65,302

$97,552

$49,924

$54,871

$51,923

$64,122

$65,302

$93,111

$64,178

$152,320

$147,892

$68,017

$174,815

$105,440

$113,623

$87,558

$56,941

$59,408

$83,011

$78,721

$62,808

$63,197

$75,854

$81,086

$87,276

$62,682

$82,420

$116,537

$62,846

$72,988

$61,986

$58,728

$88,881

TOTAL

Education

Business, Management & Related

Engineering

Public Administration & Social Service

Computer & Information Science

Health Professions

Engineering Related
Technologies/Technicians

Architecture & Related

Visual & Performing Arts

Homeland Security & Law Enforcement

Social Sciences

Communication, Journalism & Related

Family & Consumer Sciences

Liberal Arts & Sciences

Biological and Biomedical Sciences

Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies

Legal Professions & Studies

English Language & Literature

Psychology

Mathematics & Statistics

Foreign Languages

Parks, Recreation, Leisure & Fitness

History

Philosophy & Religious Studies

Physical Sciences

ASU Masters Degree Median 2020 Earnings One, Five & Ten Years after 
Graduation

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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$71,994

$99,015

$78,832

$95,350

$55,649

$62,001

$62,539

$50,875

$51,595

$62,649

$129,361

$71,780

$139,240

$64,765

$52,871

$93,358

$133,317

$90,940

$105,296

$86,324

$79,682

$78,505

$74,194

$60,227

$82,324

$180,677

$86,244

$154,749

$113,044

$68,078

$108,006

$161,935

$102,528

$104,811

$113,348

$103,090

$89,128

$88,387

$69,837

$96,908

$210,087

$92,779

$190,812

$113,954

$75,402

TOTAL

Engineering

Education

Health Professions

Physical Sciences

Psychology

Social Sciences

Biological and Biomedical Sciences

Visual & Performing Arts

Communication, Journalism & Related

Computer & Information Science

Public Administration & Social Service

Business, Management & Related

Mathematics & Statistics

English Language & Literature

ASU PhD Degree Median 2020 Earnings One, Five & Ten Years after 
Graduation

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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$65,470

$65,470

$99,471

$99,471

$120,431

$120,431

TOTAL

Legal Professions & Studies

ASU Professional Degree Median 2020 Earnings One, Five & Ten Years after 
Graduation

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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$37,615

$41,803

$38,006

$53,251

$39,627

$30,878

$30,812

$27,846

$28,854

$29,452

$59,457

$28,032

$41,989

$32,431

$30,249

$27,508

$33,711

$28,788

$26,033

$27,768

$64,230

$26,081

$39,694

$49,794

$57,284

$46,307

$66,415

$51,096

$44,869

$46,819

$45,252

$42,427

$40,184

$78,883

$47,203

$50,970

$51,587

$44,361

$40,918

$43,579

$43,570

$39,393

$37,975

$87,276

$38,766

$60,767

$58,445

$68,601

$51,230

$69,560

$56,129

$55,993

$58,356

$60,033

$54,756

$51,888

$98,941

$60,980

$59,248

$69,621

$58,241

$49,498

$48,254

$54,418

$53,284

$47,040

$103,669

$50,349

$66,227

TOTAL

Business, Management & Related

Education

Health Professions & Related

Liberal Arts & Sciences

Social Sciences

Communication, Journalism & Related

Biological and Biomedical Sciences

Psychology

Visual & Performing Arts

Engineering

Parks, Recreation, Leisure & Fitness

Science Technologies/Technicians

Physical Sciences

Natural Resources & Conservation

English Language & Literature

Public Administration & Social Service

Foreign Languages

History

Area, Ethnic, Culture, Gender and Group Studies

Computer & Information Sciences

Philosophy & Religious Studies

Mathematics & Statistics

NAU Bachelor Degree Median 2020 Earnings One, Five & Ten Years after 
Graduation

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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$52,830

$52,323

$66,288

$66,326

$44,286

$42,979

$39,303

$49,532

$50,683

$36,482

$58,922

$57,117

$83,149

$75,061

$55,908

$55,755

$55,739

$63,285

$67,933

$52,108

$64,133

$62,618

$95,886

$75,642

$63,292

$65,302

$70,341

$79,317

$74,043

$55,476

TOTAL

Education

Business, Management & Related

Health Professions

English Language & Literature

Social Sciences

Natural Resources & Conservation

Psychology

Physical Sciences

Biological and Biomedical Sciences

NAU Masters Degree Median 2020 Earnings One, Five & Ten Years after 
Graduation

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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$69,393

$91,610

$81,531

$100,772

$82,324

$95,945

TOTAL

Education

NAU PhD Degree Median 2020 Earnings One, Five and Ten Years after 
Graduation

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation



 Arizona Case Study       13 
 

 

  

$73,040

$73,040

$76,212

$76,212

$83,433

$83,433

TOTAL

Health Professions

NAU Professional Degree Median 2020 Earnings One, Five & Ten Years 
after Graduation

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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$37,425

$47,815

$33,239

$27,198

$30,677

$36,130

$67,700

$36,235

$28,033

$47,421

$31,668

$28,334

$41,074

$28,082

$30,747

$33,322

$46,280

$29,357

$65,032

$33,587

$29,967

$29,474

$44,543

$61,438

$28,913

$32,753

$55,833

$71,120

$51,515

$53,223

$45,502

$45,299

$88,098

$55,181

$41,791

$63,562

$52,014

$42,343

$60,829

$44,786

$44,942

$51,614

$72,049

$45,551

$95,230

$56,863

$46,490

$49,152

$63,512

$84,101

$43,116

$53,036

$72,961

$97,523

$68,937

$80,934

$59,192

$50,206

$110,352

$74,173

$53,373

$77,376

$65,518

$54,044

$82,391

$58,356

$51,923

$70,160

$98,006

$59,572

$118,403

$68,541

$58,557

$67,779

$81,086

$114,899

$56,176

$63,915

TOTAL

Business, Management & Related

Social Sciences

Biological and Biomedical Sciences

Psychology

Education

Engineering

Communication, Journalism & Related

Visual & Performing Arts

Health Professions

Multi/Interdisciplinary Studies

English Language & Literature

Architecture & Related

Foreign Languages

Family & Consumer Sciences

Agricultural/Animal/Plant/Veterinary Science

Physical Sciences

History

Computer & Information Science

Public Administration & Social Service

Natural Resources & Conservation

Philosophy & Religious Studies

Mathematics & Statistics

Engineering Related Technologies/Technicians

Area, Ethnic, Culture, Gender and Group Studies

Homeland Security & Law Enforcement

UofA Bachelor Degree Median 2020 Earnings One, Five & Ten Years after 
Graduation

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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$54,593

$79,434

$58,150

$44,325

$88,000

$40,322

$80,921

$80,133

$30,953

$47,265

$43,018

$46,815

$46,326

$31,407

$38,270

$33,475

$42,593

$36,205

$58,047

$43,220

$44,003

$71,619

$105,743

$74,579

$52,636

$105,864

$51,604

$123,616

$96,341

$45,521

$61,000

$65,139

$66,022

$61,529

$46,433

$50,948

$48,861

$60,986

$55,597

$70,701

$77,212

$85,371

$85,895

$143,056

$84,347

$60,750

$134,437

$62,480

$169,153

$124,727

$53,732

$71,485

$76,759

$98,646

$81,773

$62,191

$61,433

$57,676

$75,402

$81,970

$125,695

$85,625

$104,635

TOTAL

Business, Management & Related

Health Professions

Education

Engineering

Library Science

Computer & Information Science

Physical Sciences

Visual & Performing Arts

Architecture & Related

Social Sciences

Biological and Biomedical Sciences

Public Administration & Social Service

English Language & Literature

Area, Ethnic, Culture, Gender and Group Studies

Foreign Languages

Natural Resources & Conservation

Psychology

Agricultural/Animal/Plant/Veterinary Science

Legal Professions & Studies

Mathematics & Statistics

UofA Masters Degree Median 2020 Earnings One, Five & Ten Years after 
Graduation

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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$65,148

$71,919

$89,027

$46,789

$66,033

$66,865

$146,087

$86,588

$61,029

$66,480

$56,383

$60,250

$51,413

$53,781

$85,919

$106,015

$118,272

$70,701

$78,097

$76,407

$141,758

$108,968

$70,646

$96,908

$75,402

$67,101

$75,402

$59,653

$102,592

$124,511

$148,895

$104,326

$90,587

$81,970

$168,257

$118,500

$75,402

$93,468

$88,480

$83,149

$96,220

$66,690

TOTAL

Physical Sciences

Engineering

Biological and Biomedical Sciences

Social Sciences

Education

Business, Management & Related

Health Professions

English Language & Literature

Mathematics & Statistics

Psychology

Foreign Languages

Natural Resources & Conservation

Visual & Performing Arts

UofA PhD Degree Median 2020 Earnings One, Five & Ten Years after 
Graduation

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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$62,162

$62,290

$61,773

$118,723

$132,004

$89,372

$153,730

$191,148

$111,792

TOTAL

Health Professions

Legal Professions & Studies

UofA Professional Median 2020 Degree Earnings One, Five & Ten Years 
after Graduation

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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Residency of Graduates 

Census Geography 

Pages 19 through 30 show the residency of Arizona public university graduates following 
graduation one, five, and ten years later for those recipients of a Bachelor’s, Master’s, PhD, and 
Professional Doctoral degree.  To protect confidentiality due to small cell sizes and existing data 
sharing agreements, those students employed outside Arizona are reported in the following 
groupings listed below.  Future plans will enable reporting of this data at the individual state 
level. 

New England Middle Atlantic East North Central 
West North 
Central South Atlantic 

Connecticut New Jersey Indiana Iowa Delaware 
Maine New York Illinois Kansas District of Columbia 
Massachusetts Pennsylvania Michigan Minnesota Florida 
New Hampshire  Ohio Missouri Georgia 
Rhode Island  Wisconsin Nebraska Maryland 
Vermont   North Dakota North Carolina 
   South Dakota South Carolina 
    Virginia 
    West Virginia 

 

 
East South Central West South Central Mountain Pacific 
Alabama Arkansas Colorado Alaska 
Kentucky Louisiana Idaho California 
Mississippi Oklahoma New Mexico Hawaii 
Tennessee Texas Montana Oregon 
  Utah Washington 
  Nevada  
  Wyoming  

 

 

For those graduating with a Bachelor’s degree, Arizona ranks first in residency, followed by the 
Pacific region (Alaska, California, Hawaii, Oregon, and Washington).  After that, small groups of 
students are employed in other regions nationwide.  For Graduate degrees, Arizona and the 
Pacific region are generally first and second, although residency is influenced by the degree and 
major for varying reasons. 
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74.4%

11.0%

2.7%

2.7%

2.6%

2.5%

2.1%

1.1%

0.5%

0.5%

66.6%

13.5%

3.7%

3.3%

3.6%

3.3%

3.2%

1.5%

0.8%

0.6%

63.7%

13.3%

4.4%

4.3%

3.9%

3.8%

3.2%

1.9%

0.8%

0.6%

Arizona

Pacific

Mountain less AZ

West South Central

East North Central

South Atlantic

Middle Atlantic

West North Central

New England

East South Central

ASU Bachelor's Degree Recipient Residence One, Five & Ten Years after 
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Industry of Employment 

Graduates find employment in many sectors within Arizona and across the nation.  From 
traditional sectors like mining and agriculture to high-tech manufacturing and advanced 
healthcare, they are important contributors everywhere.  Educational Services ranks first for 
baccalaureate students from all three public universities.  Health Care and Social Assistance 
ranks second at Arizona State University and Northern Arizona University.  At the University of 
Arizona, Professional, Scientific, and Technical ranks second, with Health Care and Social 
Assistance ranking third. 

The industries in which graduates are employed nationwide are presented on pages 32 to 43.  
At Arizona State University, slightly over 50 percent of baccalaureate students work in four 
industries (Educational Services, Health Care and Social Assistance, Professional, Scientific, 
Technical, and Finance and Insurance) five years after graduation.  At Northern Arizona 
University, 58 percent of baccalaureate students work in four industries (Educational Services, 
Health Care and Social Assistance, Public Administration and Professional, Scientific, and 
Technical) five years after graduation.  A similar pattern is observed at the University of Arizona 
where over 53 percent of baccalaureate students are working in four industries (Professional, 
Scientific, and Technical, Educational Services, Health Care and Social Assistance, and Finance 
and Insurance) five years after graduation. 
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Accommodation & Food Service

Administrative and Support

Information

Wholesale Trade

Public Administration

Real Estate, Rental & Leasing

Construction

Arts, Entertainment and Recreation

Other Services

Management of Companies and Enterprises

Transportation & Warehousing

Mining, Quarrying/Oil and Gas Extraction

Utilities

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

UofA Bachelor's Degree Recipients by Industry of Employment

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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27.8%

16.8%

14.0%

10.1%

8.0%

3.5%

3.3%

2.8%

2.7%

2.2%

2.0%

1.9%

1.1%

1.0%

0.6%

0.6%

0.5%

0.5%

0.4%

0.1%

27.3%

16.1%

13.7%

9.9%

7.8%

2.8%

3.4%

3.7%

3.6%

2.3%

1.6%

1.5%

1.5%

1.3%

0.9%

0.5%

0.7%

0.6%

0.6%

0.2%

31.8%

15.1%

10.4%

10.7%

8.6%

2.5%

2.9%

3.7%

3.7%

2.1%

1.7%

1.6%

1.2%

1.0%

0.7%

0.5%

0.5%

0.8%

0.5%

0.3%

Educational Services

Professional, Scientific & Technical

Health Care & Social Assistance

Manufacturing

Public Administration

Retail Trade

Administrative and Support

Finance & Insurance

Information

Wholesale Trade

Accommodation & Food Service

Other Services

Construction

Arts, Entertainment and Recreation

Management of Companies and Enterprises

Mining, Quarrying/Oil and Gas Extraction

Real Estate, Rental & Leasing

Transportation & Warehousing

Utilities

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

UofA Master's Degree Recipients by Industry of Employment

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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46.9%

13.6%

10.3%

7.8%

3.3%

3.1%

2.7%

2.5%

1.8%

1.7%

1.2%

1.0%

0.9%

0.8%

0.6%

0.6%

0.5%

0.3%

0.2%

0.0%

42.0%

15.3%

11.2%

7.9%

4.4%

3.1%

1.9%

2.1%

2.5%

2.1%

2.1%

0.7%

1.1%

0.9%

0.6%

0.7%

0.5%

0.6%

0.0%

0.3%

42.2%

14.5%

10.7%

7.8%

4.8%

4.0%

3.0%

1.7%

2.3%

1.0%

2.2%

1.6%

1.2%

1.3%

0.1%

0.8%

0.4%

0.3%

0.1%

0.3%

Educational Services

Professional, Scientific & Technical

Manufacturing

Health Care & Social Assistance

Public Administration

Retail Trade

Administrative and Support

Accommodation & Food Service

Information

Finance & Insurance

Wholesale Trade

Other Services

Construction

Arts, Entertainment and Recreation

Transportation & Warehousing

Mining, Quarrying/Oil and Gas Extraction

Management of Companies and Enterprises

Real Estate, Rental & Leasing

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Utilities

UofA PhD Recipients by Industry of Employment

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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33.1%

17.9%

16.4%

12.8%

12.7%

1.8%

1.3%

0.7%

0.7%

0.6%

0.6%

0.4%

0.4%

0.2%

0.2%

0.2%

0.1%

0.1%

0.0%

0.0%

39.1%

10.3%

18.5%

11.5%

10.4%

2.1%

1.2%

0.8%

0.9%

1.8%

0.6%

0.3%

0.7%

0.4%

0.4%

0.5%

0.0%

0.2%

0.1%

0.1%

41.8%

7.2%

18.7%

10.5%

9.0%

2.4%

1.1%

1.4%

1.4%

2.2%

0.9%

0.1%

0.7%

0.6%

0.4%

0.7%

0.1%

0.4%

0.0%

0.3%

Health Care & Social Assistance

Educational Services

Professional, Scientific & Technical

Public Administration

Retail Trade

Administrative and Support

Management of Companies and Enterprises

Manufacturing

Other Services

Finance & Insurance

Wholesale Trade

Arts, Entertainment and Recreation

Construction

Accommodation & Food Service

Real Estate, Rental & Leasing

Information

Mining, Quarrying/Oil and Gas Extraction

Transportation & Warehousing

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Utilities

UofA Professional Degree Recipients by Industry of Employment

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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Earnings of Graduates At Peer Institutions 

Pages 45 through 47 contain comparisons of Arizona State University, Northern Arizona 
University, and the University of Arizona to their respective peer institutions.  Because the PSEO 
is an experimental program and currently only institutions from 27 states are available, this 
does not represent all ABOR-approved peers. 

These tables compare undergraduate students' median (50th percentile) earnings one year 
after graduation, five years after graduation, and ten years after graduation of students who 
received their Bachelor’s degrees at these institutions.  When looking at the numbers, many 
factors need to be considered.  One important factor would be the labor market in which 
graduates find employment.  When looking across the nation, wages vary in higher cost areas 
such as California or New York compared to many other areas.  A second factor would be the 
mix of majors in the graduating class.  The overall average will also rise when one institution has 
a more significant percentage of its graduates in fields that pay higher wages. 
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$39,566

$42,246

$38,562

$37,614

$39,051

$38,578

$44,532

$50,300

$38,455

$56,144

$66,855

$56,396

$56,301

$58,638

$56,172

$64,233

$67,406

$60,080

$69,720

$71,815

$71,764

$76,674

$70,379

$81,847

$90,173

$78,368

Arizona State University

University of California - Los Angeles

University of Connecticut

Florida State University

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Indiana University - Bloomington

University of Iowa

University of Maryland - College Park

Michigan State University

University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Ohio State University - Main Campus

Pennsylvania State University -Main Campus

Rutgers University - New Brunswick

The University of Texas at Austin

University of Washington - Seattle Campus

University of Wisconsin - Madison

Arizona State University Peer Bachelor's Degree Earnings

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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$37,615

$38,363

$38,055

$32,926

$43,205

$35,997

$33,738

$35,103

$41,213

$36,996

$49,794

$52,227

$54,412

$47,659

$63,675

$51,249

$48,251

$50,574

$54,625

$52,219

$58,445

$63,111

$66,044

$59,157

$80,772

$62,657

$59,070

$64,628

$61,861

Northern Arizona University

University of Akron Main Campus

The University of Alabama at Tuscaloosa

Bowling Green State University - Main Campus

George Mason University

Georgia State University

Kent State University - Kent Campus

University of Maine

University of Nevada - Las Vegas

University of North Carolina at Greenboro

Northern Illinois University

Ohio University - Main Campus

Old Dominion University

Southern Illinois University Carbondale

Western Michigan University

Wichita State University

Northern Arizona University Peer Bachelor's Degree Earnings

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation
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$37,425

$37,614

$39,051

$38,578

$44,532

$45,984

$50,300

$38,455

$55,833

$56,301

$58,638

$56,172

$64,233

$65,529

$67,406

$60,080

$72,961

$71,764

$76,674

$70,379

$81,847

$85,954

$90,173

$78,368

University of Arizona

University of California - Davis

University of California - Los Angeles

University of Florida

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

University of Iowa

University of Maryland - College Park

Michigan State University

University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Ohio State University - Main Campus

Pennsylvania State University -Main Campus

Texas A&M University at College Station

The University of Texas at Austin

University of Washington - Seattle Campus

University of Wisconsin - Madison

University of Arizona Peer Bachelor's Degree Earnings

1 Year Post Graduation 5 Years Post Graduation 10 Years Post Graduation


